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tion. Vincent had proposed to Gauguin that they should live
and work together* Gauguin, however, for whom the journey
was an expense that he could not afford, had counter-proposed
that Van Gogh should join him and his group at Pont-Aven*
Theo was told: "I think a great deal about Gauguin, and I
assure you that, in one way and another, whether it is he who
comes, or I who go to him, we shall like, he and I, much the
same subjects [for painting]. It remains that, provided we
live on good terms and with the determination not to quarrel,
we shall gain a stronger position in so far as concerns our
reputations* Living alone right through, one lives like a
madman, or a criminal, at least in appearance, and in reality
a little also/' The idea of going to Pont-Aven did not appeal
to Vincent, who had heard of the interminable discussions
and enmities of the Pension Gloanec* Neither did he wish to
leave the light and colour of Provence for the sadder light of
Brittany* "Now * . . I am not going to Pont-Aven/' he tells
Theo, "if it means that one has to live in the pension with those
Englishmen and those people from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts
with whom one argues every evening, a storm in a tea-cup/'
There seems to have been a delay after Vincent's definite
refusal to go to Pont-Aven before he heard again from Gauguin,
for suddenly he wrote to Theo: "I am writing to you very
hurriedly to tell you that I have just received a letter from
Gauguin, who tells me that he has not written because he was
working a great deal; he still says he is ready to come to the
Midi as soon as his luck allows* . * . In the hope of living in
a studio for us both with Gauguin, I would like to do a decora-
tion for that studio* * * * It will be a symphony in blue and
yellow*" And a little later: "I have received a letter from
Gauguin. * * * He says that his intestinal pains still continue,
and he seems to me to be very depressed* He speaks of a hope
that he has of finding a capital of six hundred thousand francs
to finance an Impressionist picture-dealer, that he is going to
explain his plan to you, and that he would like you to be at the
head of this enterprise* I would not be surprised if this hope